
Medical News

(Physicians will confer a favor by sending for this
department items of news of more or less general

interest; SUCH AS RELATE TO SOCIETY ACTIVITIES,
new HOSPITALS, EDUCATION, public HEALTH, ETC.)

CALIFORNIA
Medical College Suspended.\p=m-\Aletter from the College of

Physicians and Surgeons of San Francisco states that the
college has been suspended.

Personal.\p=m-\Dr.Clarence A. DePuy, Oakland, has been
appointed physician of Alameda County, succeeding Dr. Carl
E. Curdts, who has entered the military service.\p=m-\Dr. Har-
rison A. Putnam, Inglewood, was struck by an auto truck,
while crossing the street, August 8, and was seriously injured.
He is being cared for at the Pacific Hospital.

Osteopathic College Not Recognized as Medical School.\p=m-\
A recent communication from the secretary of the California
State Board of Medical Examiners states that the College of
Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons of Los Angeles is no

longer recognized as a medical school, and that after Aug. 1,
1918, graduates of that school will not be admitted to exami¬
nations for licenses as physicians and surgeons.

COLORADO
State Society Meeting.—The forty-eighth annual meeting

of the Colorado State Medical Society will be held at Hotel
Stanley, Estes Park, September 9 to 11, under the presidency
of Dr. Edward Jackson, Denver. Among the papers on the
program are those of Lieut. Horace G. Wetherill, M. C,
U. S. Army, Denver, medical aide to the governor, on "The
Nation's Need of Doctors and Nurses for the Army," and
"The Work of the Army Tuberculosis Boards," by Dr. Oscar
M. Gilbert, Boulder. Dr. Wetherill will also confer with the
the members ofthe local advisory boards during the meeting,
regarding the rulings and provisions of the Provost MarshaJ-
General's Office, and will be prepared to examine applicants
for commission in the Medical Reserve Corps. Members of
the local medical advisory boards from Wyoming and other
adjoining states have been invited to be present at the meet¬
ing. Lieut.-Col. John R. Barber, M. C, U. S. Army, chief
surgeon at Fort Logan will be guest of honor at this meeting.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
No Commissions at Present for Colored Physicians.—The

new draft legislation seriously affects the Washington colored
doctors, of whom there is a relatively large number. For
a number of months past no commissions as medical officers
have been granted to physicians of that race on the ground
that the proportion of medical officers for negro troops has
already been enrolled. A committee recently sought relief
from the Secretary of War for this situation but were
informed that there is at present no prospect that more
colored medical officers will be needed. This leaves many
negro physicians who have vainly volunteered to serve as
medical officers face to face with the prospect of being
inducted into service by draft.

Honor to Memory of Senator Gallinger.—On August 26,
the Washington Board of Trade held a special meeting to
pay homage to the memory of the late Senator Jacob H.
Gallinger. Resolutions were adopted, voicing the apprecia¬
tion of the people of the District of Columbia of the dis¬
tinguished services of Senator Gallinger as a national legis¬
lator and especially of the deep interest he had in the affairs
of this district and the sympathetic understanding he always
displayed of the needs of the city of Washington. This event
was of special interest to the medical profession both because
Senator Gallinger was himself a physician and because he
could always be relied on to further the interests of physi¬
cians in legislation affecting them. He was largely instru¬
mental in securing the necessary appropriations for a much
needed new and enlarged municipal hospital for Washington,
which when completed will be known as the Gallinger Hos¬
pital. One of the last acts of his legislative life was to secure
the passage by the Senate of an act incorporating the Medical
Society of the District of Columbia. This bill (still pending
in the House of Representatives) is intended to revive a
charter granted the medical society in 1817 and in the interest
of historical continuity its passage is much desired by the
local profession.

GEORGIA
Practice Act Amended.—Amendments have recently been

made to the Georgia Medical Practice Act. Besides cctrect-
ing certain ambiguities in the law it increases the require¬
ment of preliminary education in the state to two years of
college work for all students matriculating in and after the
session of 1919-1920; provides for the recognition of certifi¬
cates granted by the National Board of Medical Examiners,
and provides for the revocation of the license of any physi¬
cian convicted of violating the Harrison Narcotic Law.

District Society Meeting.—At the midsummer meeting of
the First District Medical Society, held in Savannah, August
20, Major William C. Lyle, Augusta, medical aide to the
governor and supervisor of medical advisory boards of the
state, addressed the physicians on the part they are playing
in thewar, and the following officers were elected: president,
Dr. J. Lawton Hiers, Savannah ; vice presidents, Drs. William
W. Evans, Halcyon Dale, and Harry Y. Righton, Savannah,
and assistant secretary and treasurer, Dr. Victor H. Bassett,
Savannah, succeeding Dr. Lehman W. Williams, who has
entered the military service.

ILLINOIS
Sheridan to Be Reconstruction Hospital.—The War Depart¬

ment, August 21. announced plans for establishing a recon¬
struction hospital at Fort Sheridan at the close of the student
training camp which is now in progress. At the outset the
hospital will have a capacity of 1,000 beds, and provisions
have been made for an eventual increase to a capacity of
4,000 or 5,000 beds.

Urges Birth Registration.—The Illinois Department of
Public Health has discovered that in one county alone in
1917 more than 500 births were improperly reported to the
county clerk instead of to the local registrars. The depart¬
ment has therefore written to every county clerk asking for
immediate reporting of the stillbirths and deaths recorded in
the county clerk's office from Jan. 1, 1917, to July 1, 1918.

Chiropractor Convicted.—A communication from the
Department of Registration and Education states that James
E. Kane of Decatur, a chiropractor, was fined $500 and costs
in the county court of Macon County for treating human
ailments without a license. The communication states that
Mr. Kane was one of the most flagrant and persistent viola¬
tors of the laws of Illinois, claiming that in as much as he
did not prescribe or administer drugs, it was not necessary
for him to hold a license to practice. The case was tried
three times before a unanimous verdict against Kane was
obtained.

Chicago
Typhoid Carrier Delays Tunnel Opening.—The delay of

two weeks in the opening of the Wilson Avenue tunnel and
the Mayfair pumping station was due to the discovery that
one of the workmen was a typhoid fever carrier. -

Alleged Quacks Arrested.—Five persons were arrested in
Chicago, August 24, on various charges of practicing medi¬
cine without a license. These were "Dr." August Laroich,
1333 Milwaukee Avenue, who is said to have been doing busi¬
ness under the title of the "Associated Doctors" ; Dr. Maryan,
906 Milwaukee Avenue, whose specialty is said to have been
"mystic bars" ; "Dr." Helena Grawin, Fifty-First aïîd Paulina
streets, said to be a recent graduate of the chiropractic school
operated by Dr. William L. LeBoy, whose license to practice
was revoked, August 21 ("Dr." Grawin's specialty is said to
have been drugless healing) ; "Dr." Stanley Kreizer, said to
be a "professor of massage and water cure," and "one dentist."
a Dr. Nickerson, proprietor of the "Nickerson Dentists" in
South Chicago.

MASSACHUSETTS
Personal.—Dr. Francis D. Hart, Worcester, has been

appointed associate medical examiner (coroner) to succeed
Dr. Ernest L. Hunt, who has resigned to enter the military
service.-Dr. Howard P. Bellows, Newtonville, was oper¬
ated on recently at the Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital,
Boston.-Dr. Jeremiah J. Paglia, Worcester, was the guest
of honor at a dinner, August 13. Dr. Paglia has been ordered
to duty at Camp Devens, Ayer.-Dr. Frank E. Wheatley,
North Abington, has been assigned to duty as medical aide to
the governor.

MINNESOTA
Personal.—Dr. Edward W. Buckley, St. Paul, supreme phy¬

sician of the Knights of Columbus, has returned after six
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months' survey of the Knights of Columbus war work in
France.

Clinic for Masaba Region.—A tuberculosis clinic is to be
held in Hibbing this month at which all pre-tubercular cases
will be studied. The work will be directed by the local pro¬
fession in cooperation with the state board of health.

MONTANA
Action on Venereal Diseases.—The state board of health

has adopted regulations characterizing syphilis, gonorrhea,
and chancroid, as communicable diseases and requiring that
all cases be reported, with provisions for quarantine in
extreme cases.

Infantile Paralysis Clinic.—During the Montana State Fair,
at Helena, Miss Marion Fox, Boston, gave instruction in the
after-treatment of infantile paralysis. This work was con¬
ducted by the state board of health in cooperation with the
management of the State Fair.

Initiative Chiropractic Petition.—The people of Montana are
to have the opportunity, Nov. S, 1918, to vote on the estab¬
lishment of a law regulating the practice of chiropractic. It
appears from the arguments against this measure that the
bill providing for the licensing of practitioners of this cult
has been repeatedly voted down in that state. It is quite
probable that the same result will follow this effort and that
the bill will not be enacted. ,

Free Tuberculosis Examination.—A free clinic for the
examination of those suspected to be affected with tubercu¬
losis was held at the court house of Blaine County, Chinook,
August 12, under the auspices of the state board of health and
the Montana Anti-Tuberculosis Society. Montana has only
one state sanatorium, at Galen, which has accommodation for
seventy patients, with no provision for incipient cases or for
children. There is already a waiting list of 200.

NEW YORK
Cooperstown Institution for Government.—Edward S. Clark

of Cooperstown, N. Y., has offered the government the use of
the Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital and Pathological Labora¬
tory for the period of the war and one year after. The
government has accepted this offer and will use the institution
as a general hospital in which special attention will be given
to nervous conditions among aviators. An additional hos¬
pital building is in process of erection, and will be ready for
occupancy early in 1919. Mr. Clark will provide 100 beds and
full equipment for caring for them. The balance of the
equipment will be furnished by the government. Mr. Clark's
only stipulation as to the use of the hospital and grounds is
that the government shall not intentionally bring any conta¬
gious diseases there. He has placed a small hotel at the dis¬
posal of the government until the new buildings, are ready
for occupancy.

New York City
Violate Harrison Drug Law.—Dr. Emil H. Keidanz and

Dr. Solomon Rothman have been arrested and held on $7,500
bail on charges of conspiring to violate the Harrison Drug
Law. These men conduct a pharmacy which it is alleged
has sold $150,000 worth of habit-forming drugs during the
last year. Most of the testimony on which the complaint was
based was given by drug addicts. The defendants denied
their gujlt.

Red Cross Ambulance Service.—An emergency ambulance
service for transporting sick and wounded men from trans¬
ports and railway terminals to hospitals has been organized
by the New York County chapter of the American Red Cross.
The service is provided through its Motor Corps, which is one
of the thirty-five similar organizations in the territory of the
Atlantic Division. During the past week the Motor Corps
has acquired sixteen new ambulances.

Personal.—Dr. Dudley H. Morris has been appointed police
surgeon on probation to succeed Dr. Archibald Smith,
resigned.-Dr. Gustav F. Boehme, Jr., has been named
temporary police surgeon in place of Dr. Edward T. Higgins,
who has been commissioned Captain in the Army Medical
Corps.-Dr. Caroline S. Finley, head of the Women's Over¬
seas Hospitals and two doctors of her staff, have been deco¬
rated with the French Croix de Guerre for bravery during an
enemy air raid.

New York Hospitals Confer with Surgeon-General's Office.
 —After word had been received from the Surgeon-General's
Office that plans had been developed for calling out hospital
interns and a certain number of advanced and intermediate

medical students, the Hospital Conference of New York held
a meeting, August 26, at which it was voted to send a com¬
mittee to Washington to confer with the Surgeon-General for
the purpose of forming a definite plan to furnish the greatest
amount of medical and nursing aid to the Army without dis¬
organizing civil hospitals. The Hospital Conference issued
a statement setting forth the difficulties under which the
hospitals of the city are laboring at the present time, and
notes that the War Industries Board has declared that the
motion picture business in all of its branches is an essential
war industry, yet it has not occurred to any officer of the
government to show equal consideration of the hospitals of
the country as instruments of public service. An appeal is
made to the President of the United States "To direct the
War Industries Board, the Provost Marshal-General and the
Surgeon-General of the United States Army to formulate,
in accordance with existing laws, regulations which, while
giving due precedence to immediate military needs, will never¬
theless preserve the integrity of the civil hospitals of the
country as instruments of public service, essential to the
immediate care and comfort of the civil population, and neces¬
sary to the conduct of the war, in relation to which the hospi¬
tals serve as training schools for medical officers and nurses."
The heads of several hospitals belonging to a committee, act¬
ing for the American Hospital Association and the Hospital
Conference of New York, are working on a standard course of
training for hospital assistants in six months for duty in
France. It will be urged that hospitals· which have not
engaged specially in training hospital aids should adopt inten¬
sive six months' courses, substituting practical work largely
for lecturing.

NORTH CAROLINA
Leonard Medical College Suspended.—A circular letter

sent out by President Meserve of Shaw University recom¬
mends a temporary discontinuance of Leonard Medical Col¬
lege. The money heretofore expended in that school will be
directed toward the further development of the other depart¬
ments of the university.

Did Not Report Typhoid Fever.—Seven physicians of Robe-
son County are said to have been convicted during August
for violation of the State quarantine law, in that they failed
to report cases of typhoid fever as required by the statute.
The physicians named are Drs. Nathan H. Andrews, Row¬
land; Henry H. Hodgin, Roscoe D. McMillan, and Benjamin
F. McMillan, Red Springs; William F. Stephens, Fairmont;
Daniel S. Currie, Parkton, and Wyatt P. Exum, Goldsboro.
-It is said that there have been 150 cases of typhoid fever
with eleven deaths among the German civilians and sailors
interned at Hot Springs.

NORTH DAKOTA
New Board Members.—Governor Fi azier has made the fol¬

lowing appointments to fill the vacancies in the state board of
medical examiners: Dr. Hugo O. Altnow, Mandan, succeed¬
ing himself ; Dr. Henry G. Woutat, Grand Forks, to succeed
Dr. John N. Ewbank, Rhame, and Francis Peake, James¬
town, to succeed Dr. William J. Breigs, Edgerley.

Supreme Court Decides Against Doctors.—In a decision
granted by the Supreme Court, August 14, in the case of
W. A. Beardsley versus Drs. Fred E. Ewing and John Ewing,
physicians of Kenmare, in which damages were claimed on
account of alleged mistreatment in a case of disease of the
eye, the 'decision of the district court is said to have been
affirmed which awarded the complainant $7,500 damages.

OHIO
Work on Contagion Unit of Hospital.—Plans to hurry oper¬

ation on the contagious disease unit of the proposed Youngs-
town Municipal Tuberculosis Hospital were approved at a joint
meeting of the organizations and officials, August 9. Recom¬
mendation was made to the state safety director that he at
once advertise for bids for the proposed unit, and a commit¬
tee was appointed to make a statement of the situation to the
war chest council, which is to be asked to lend for the com¬
pletion of the building the difference between the $25,000
now available in the city treasury, and the cost of the build¬
ing, which is estimated at $45,000 or $50,000. Plans provide
for a one-story structure with foundations sufficient for the
addition of three or four stories later.

Personal.—Dr. Casper H. Benson, Columbus, physician of
Franklin County, and Dr. Stephen A. Douglass, superinten¬
dent of the State Hospital at Mt. Vernon, will soon leave for
Italy as a part of the commission of fifteen American phy-
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sicians to be associated in sanitary work.-Dr. Louis J.
Wise, Akron, was assaulted in his office and robbed, August
23.-Dr. Daniel W. Philo, Fremont, who underwent opera¬
tion at St. Vincent's Hospital, recently, is reported to be con¬
valescent.-Dr. Albert H. Herr, Lima, has withdrawn as a
candidate for lieutenant governor on the Republican ticket,
on account of accepting a commission in the Medical Reserve
Corps of the Army.-Dr. Thurman H. Lautenschlager,
Youngstown, chief surgeon of the Sharon Steel Hoop Com¬
pany, has resigned to accept a position in the department of
rehabilitation and reconstruction with the government.-Dr.
Anderson L. Smedley, health officer of Hamilton since 1912,
has resigned to enter the medical service, and has been suc¬
ceeded by Dr. Henry Krone.

PENNSYLVANIA
Officers Elected.—The Sixteenth Censorial District Medical

Society held its eighth meeting at Sayre, July 9. Dr. Donald
Guthrie, Sayre, was elected chairman and Dr. Herbert L.
McKown, Tunkhannock, secretary for the next meeting.

Personal.—Dr. Edward R. Walters, formerly director of
health and charities at Pittsburgh, has been appointed medi¬
cal adviser to the state workmen's compensation board of the
western Pennsylvania district, with headquarters at Pitts¬
burgh.-Dr. Roscoe F. Mauser, Fountain Springs, former
resident surgeon at the Shamokin City Hospital, but who has
been in service in France for two years, first with the French
Ambulance Corps and later with the American Ambulance
Corps, has been awarded the Croix de Guerre.-Dr. Thomas
B. Kern, Bethlehem, who entered the Medical Reserve Corps
last August, has been located in a German prison camp.

Philadelphia
Personal.—Dr. Wilmer Krusen, director of Public Health

and Charities, who applied for an appointment in the Medical
Reserve Corps, has been denied the appointment as the govern¬
ment considers his services more valuable in Philadelphia's
war work.-Dr. Israel W. Rothberg has been appointed a

clinical assistant physician to the Philadelphia General Hos¬
pital.-Dr. J. Milton Griscom has been elected secretary of
the Wills Hospital Ophthalmic Society, succeeding Dr. Harold
W. How, resigned.

CANADA
Beland Returns from Captivity.—Hon. Dr. Henri S. Beland,

formerly postmaster-general of the Dominion, has returned
after three years' captivity in Berlin, during which time he
served as assistant to the prison physician.

Four Professorships Endowed.—A recent endowment to the
University of Toronto provides a sum of between $500,000
and $750,000 for the establishment of four special chairs to
be held by full-time professors. These chairs are, respec¬
tively, pediatrics, gynecology, orthopedic surgery, and a fourth
to be determined.

Municipal Hospital Act for Alberta.—The Municipal Hos¬
pital Act is already in operation in Alberta ; four government
nurses are already in the field. Edmonton and Calgary will
have among their exposition features a demonstration of pub¬
lic health work under the direction of these nurses, and talks
on general health lines will be given, together with a display
of literature and posters.

Canadian Hospital in France.—The Canadian people
through the Canadian Red Cross have established a new
Canadian hospital at Joinville-le-Pont near Paris, with
accommodation for 500 patients and possibilities for further
extension under canvas. The hospital will be under the com¬
mand of Col. George E. Beauchamp, assisted by Lieut.-Col.
Zephyr Rheaume, as chief of the surgical staff, and Lieut.-
Col. Jean P. Decarie as chief of the medical staff, all of
Montreal.

Psychopathic Institution for Winnipeg.—The General
Finance Committee for Winnipeg recently held a meeting to
award a contract for the construction of the new psychopathic
institute, to be established in Winnipeg, which is to be used
for the care and treatment of soldiers from Manitoba, who
are suffering from psychopathic conditions. The Provincial
government voted $50,000 two years ago for the establishment
of this institution, but a sum exceeding this amount will be
required. This excess will be provided for by a special vote
at the next session of the Provincial legislature.

Hospital News.—Hereafter no alien enemies in Toronto
will receive free treatment in any of the hospitals of that
city.-A new military hospital is to be established at Ong-

wanada, Ont. It will have 1,000 beds The grounds and
building have been donated by the Maple Leaf Milling Com¬
pany of Toronto.-According to Col. Clarence Starr the
surgery of the war is distinctly orthopedic. The Canadian
government is establishing five orthopedic hospitals in Canada,
namely, at Toronto, Halifax, Montreal, Winnipeg and Van¬
couver. The Toronto institution will have a capacity for
1,500 beds.-Work on the Rosedale Military Hospital,
Toronto, commenced about the middle of July. It will pro¬
vide accommodation for 2,000 soldiers.

Personal.—Dr. Frederick N. G. Starr, Toronto, hes gone
overseas to join the Royal Army Medical Corps.-Capts.
Donald T. Fraser, M. C, and W. G. Shepherd, Toronto, who
nave been with the British expedition at Wei Hai Wei,
China, have been commended by the Militia Department,
Ottawa, for valuable services rendered to the natives in that
area.-Capt. William E. Ogden, chief medical officer,
Spadina Military Hospital, Toronto, has been advanced to the
rank of major.-Dr. Grant Cunningham, a former Army
medical officer, has succeeded Dr. C. A. MacKay as medical
officer of the Invalided Soldiers' Commission, Toronto.--
Col. Arthur E. Snell, Toronto, received the D. S. O. two
years ago, and has recently been awarded the Order of Com¬
panion of St. Michael and St. George.-Dr. Simeon E.
Grondin, Quebec City, has been elected president of the
Canadian Medical Association. The association will meet in
Quebec City in 1919, for the first time in nearly twenty-five years.-Col. Wilbert G. Fraser, Ottawa, has been
appointed A. D. M. S. of the Petawawa Camp near that city.
-Dr. C. A. MacKay, Toronto, has left 'for St. John, N. B.,
where he will be medical director for the Invalided Soldiers'
Commission in New Brunswick.-Dr. George L. Hodgins,
for some time on the staff of the Toronto Free Hospital for
Consumptives, Weston, Ont., has left for the Pacific Coast
where he will reside and practice in the future.-Capt. Ben¬
jamin L. Guyatt, of the Toronto Military Base Hospital, was

recently made M. O. C, Camp Borden, Ont

FOREIGN
Meeting of French Surgical Association.—The Twenty-

Seventh French Surgical Congress is to convene at Paris,
October 7 to 10. Three subjects have been appointed for dis¬
cussion, namely, extraction of projectiles in the chest; treat¬
ment and remote results, of war wounds of nerves, and
removal of splinters and repair of losses of bone substance.
There will be no addresses on these questions, and no commu¬
nication on any other subject will be allowed. The secretary
general of the meeting is Dr. J. L. Faure, 10 rue de Seine,
Paris.

Annual Meeting of Italian Pediatrists.—The Ninth Con¬
gress of Italian Pediatrists was held at Rome, recently, and
the deliberations are said to have marked great progress in
the coordination of the teaching of pediatrics with the
national movement for welfare work for children of all ages,
and especially for infants. Professor Concetti, director of the
clinica pediatrica at Rome, presided, and in his address told
what has been done in these lines in other countries. Baduel
described the fine results accomplished by the Italian Red
Cross in infant welfare work, and the undersecretary of state
for the department of public instruction emphasized the highly
patriotic nature of any and all attempts for improving con¬
ditions for children—the future forces of the nation. Cacace
emphasized the necessity for systematic study of the child
from the standpoints of biology, psychology, hygiene, and the
clinical, historical, sociologie and legal standpoints. Pro¬
fessor Tedeschi delivered the main address, on the necessity
for transforming the teaching and the practice of pediatrics
to make it conform to the actual needs of the child, free from
tradition, prejudice and sentimentalism.' He and Pacchioni
outlined legislation to make it compulsory for all midwives
and perhaps for all girls between 15 and 18 to take a course
of training in the care of infants and children. Pachioni
urged that pediatrics should be taught during two whole years
of the medical course, and by professors with practical expe¬
rience. He urged further the widespread education of the
public in the care of young children, and efforts to combat
professional wetnursing. Comba discussed the possibility of
organizing forty-day courses in pediatrics for the town and
country medical officials, the medici condotti.

An Italian View of the Proprietary Evil.—Prof. A. Murri is
professor of clinical medicine at Bologna, and one of the
leaders of the profession in Italy, now in his seventy-eighth
year. In a letter published in the Medico Italiano, he protests
against the way he is being importuned to prescribe only
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made-in-Italy pharmaceuticals. He declares his unswerving
patriotism, but insists that :

"Drugs should be classified as the 'useful and the useless,'
not 'Italian or foreign.' Unlimited nationalism should be left
to the nation which has invented maritime assassination. We
Italians are the disciples of Mazzini, the allies of Wilson; we
are battling above all for a moral purpose, to establish our
own rights and the rights of others. Our patients have the
right to expect from us the advice which will conduce most to
their recovery, whether it benefits or not the manufacturing
chemists of our country. Our most sacred duty is to do for
them what will aid best to restore them to health. And here,
thank God, we can serve at the same time the supreme behests
of our conscience, and the prosperity of the manufacturing
chemists and pharmacists of our country. But in order to do
this we do not have to slander every foreign product and
exalt every domestic product. What we must do is to steril¬
ize the mephitic fungus growth of pseudochemistry which
chokes the pharmacies and the advertising pages with pre¬
posterous pharmaceuticals. Those who put them out make
money with them because no one protests that the health and
the life of human beings are wares that cannot be exploited
to enrich others. The humblest mixer of chemicals, who may
not even know where the stomach is situated in man, may yet
get some physician to testify to the wonderful virtues of
some concoction in which arsenic, iodin and iron are compelled
to blend, and on which some Greek or fancy name confers the
powers to make it proclaimed a restorer of all the biologic
forces.

"These self-styled benefactors of mankind speculate with
absolute confidence on that pestiferous plague of the human
soul, credulity.

"To aid the chemical-pharmaceutic industry in Italy, it is
necessary to purge it, elevate it, winnow it. We must found a

supreme council of chemists, pharmacists and clinicians, not
only experts but incorruptible, who would examine the made-
in-Italy pharmaceuticals with the severest scientific impar¬
tiality. This certainly would not uproot from the world that
evil plant, credulity. There will always be, if not the ignorant,
the stupid, which, like a baby, accept the secret, the mysterious,
the miraculous. But good Italian physicians when they can

be sure that in prescribing a product made in Italy they are
serving the best interests of their patients, will never think
of prescribing a foreign product. And I shall be the first
to obey the dictates of competent persons who are devoted
to the truth and not to the chase for gold or the mistaken con¬

ception of the duties which a physician owes to his country
and to the health of the sick in his charge."

SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA,
MEXICO AND WEST INDIES

Death of Ayerza.—Dr. A. Ayerza, professor of clinical med¬
icine at the University of Buenos Aires, author of numerous

works on various medical topics, and vice president of the
Consejo Nacional de Educación, died July 14, aged 57.

Personal.—Dr. R. P. Vento has been advanced to the chair
of physiology and medical physics, left vacant by the death
of Prof. M. S. Toledo, at the University of Havana.-Dr.
Carlos Chagas has been elected honorary professor of the
University of Bahia, Brazil.

Da Rocha Retires from Army Medical Service.—The gov¬
ernment of Brazil has accepted the resignation of General
Ismail da Rocha of the medical corps of the army. His long
years of service in the Corpo oe Saude of the army, his
collaboration on the medical press and in matters affecting the
welfare of the profession in general, and his extensive private
practice, it is considered, entitle him to withdraw from active
service.

Subsidy for the Annals of the Uruguay Medical School.—
The handsome journal issued by the medical faculty of the
University of Montevideo, to contain the annals of the insti¬
tution and other matters affecting the medical department
and medical education, is now in its third volume. The
legislature was recently appealed to for a larger subsidy for
the undertaking, and it was voted to raise the appropriation
for the purpose from $2,000 to $4,000.

Monument to Carrion.—-The Fifth Latin-American Medical
Congress, which was held at Lima in 1913, voted to erect a
monument at Lima in honor of young Carrion who attempted
to prove in his own person by scientific experiment the
identity of Peruvian verruga and Oroya fever. The sum of
1.000 milreis was recently forwarded to the committee in

charge of the matter, subscribed by physicians in Rio de
Janeiro and S. Paulo. The treasurer of the fund is Prof. L.
Avendano of the Faculdad de Medicina of Lima, Peru.

Medical Bibliography of Brazil.—The Academia Nacional
de Medicina has appointed a committee to collect data to
enable the publication of the complete medical bibliography
of Brazil. The committee appointed in charge of the work
consists of Drs. A. Nascimento, O. da Fonseca, J. Moreira
and B. Valverde. They are now sending out questionnaires
to all the medical men in Brazil asking for copies of all
works or reprints and details as to the publication of all
articles and works bearing in any way on the medical
sciences. A resident physician in each district has also been
appointed to collect data.

Rio to Have Institute of Radiology.—The medical faculty of
the University of Rio de Janeiro has voted unanimously in
favor of organizing a model Instituto de Radiologia, with the
assistance of the government. The present roentgen institute
is to be enlarged and form part of the new institution, and
there is to be a department for radium therapy. The minister
of foreign affairs has been solicited to obtain from the United
States, through the Brazilian embassy, the quantity of radium
necessary for the purpose. The committee in charge of the
organization of the new institute comprises Professors Terra,
Peixoto, A. Porto and E. Rabello, with Prof. A. de Castro
as the spokesman.

A CORRECTION
Formaldehyd-Phenol in Camphor Paraffin.—In the issue of

August 24, page 688, in the abstract of the article by Connell
on "Formaldehyd-Phenol in Camphor Paraffin," the formula
for Connell's antiseptic Tails for a 0.5 per cent, addition of
fonnaldehyd to the mixture to be obtained by adding 5 partsof a 10 per cent, solution of formaldehyd in alcohol to 9 partsof the mixture. This should have read 95 parts instead of 9
parts.

LONDON LETTER
London, Aug. 7, 1918.

Another Hospital Ship Torpedoed
Another hospital ship has been torpedoed by the Germans.

She had taken on board at a foreign port about 600 wounded,
the majority seriously, a number of the Women's ArmyAuxiliary Corps, the usual complement of medical officers,
and a crew of 115. The attack occurred some miles from
land, the night was pitch dark, and the sea was decidedlychoppy. Few of those on board would have been saved had
not the ship, though badly damaged, been able to remain
afloat for two hours. The torpedo completely smashed one
of the wards occupied by cot patients, many of whom must
have been killed outright by the explosion. The ship'sofficers and crew were quickly at their posts, and the order
"wounded first" was, of course, followed. Every one kept
their heads and the medical staff is described as magnificentin bringing the men from the wards to the deck. Man after
man had to be carried as he lay in his cot, and it was a verytrying task to get them into the boats. Every one who could
lend a hand went below to bring up the wounded. They were
picked up by destroyers. The number missing and presumed
drowned are 116, which includes two medical officers and one
United States soldier.

The Annual Meeting of the British Medical Association
The eighty-sixth annual meeting of the British Medical

Association has been held in London. As in the three pre¬ceding meetings during the war, scientific proceedings and
social functions have been excluded and the meeting con¬
fined to the discussion of medical politics by the representa¬tive body. Sir Clifford Allbutt, who was elected president
in 1914 for the annual meeting arranged to take place in
1915 at Cambridge and has been reelected ever since, was
again reelected, constituting a record which is likely to
remain unique. The finances of the association have been
adversely affected by the war. After providing against depre¬ciation and all visible liabilities, the balance to be carried
forward to the surplus funds was $14,000. The receipts of
the association are lower by $6,000 owing to the increase
in the number of members serving abroad who pay a reduced
subscription. The difficulties in publishing the Journal have
been further increased. The price of paper has advanced
until for a paper of inferior quality five times the prewar
rate is being paid. The expenditure on paper in 1916 was
$40,000; in 1917 it was $65,000, and the cost of printing was
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also higher. A satisfactory feature was an increase of
$7,000 in the revenue from advertisements. But it is reckoned
that the diminished number of pages in the present issues
will not be compensated for by the increased rate charged.
The paper supply has been cut down by the government more
drastically than was expected, and instead of as in prewar
times about sixty or seventy pages of reading matter and
as many of advertisements, there are now only about thirty-
two of each. The question of raising a voluntary fund to
assist the candidature of physicians for seats in Parliament
was discussed. While the desirability of the medical pro¬
fession's being more fully represented was admitted, the
difficulties of any scheme were realized. Almost of neces¬
sity a member of Parliament must belong to one of the
political parties in existence and owe allegiance to it and not
to the profession. If he came forward as representing the
medical profession he would be defeated. The proposals for
a state-aided midwifery service were considered. A reso¬
lution was carried that it would be detrimental to the public
interest that the practice of normal midwifery should be
placed solely in the hands of midwives ; also that, in any
scheme for the improvement of the midwifery service, private
physicians should be responsible for the clinical supervision
of midwives. The desirability of a ministry of health was

endorsed, and it was resolved to cooperate with the Royal
Colleges and other public medical bodies in pressing the
project on the government.

The Male Birth Rate and the War
In The Journal, June 1, 1918, p. 1619, I referred to the

increase of male births in proportion to· female that has taken
place during the war. The figures are 1,049 males to 1,000
females during 1916 against 1,033 to 1,000 in the preceding
five years, and the proportion is the highest recorded during
the last half century. In the Daily Mail, a woman physician,
Dr. Arabella Kenealy, discussing the problem how to raise
the male birth rate, accepts the explanation that it is Nature's
method of compensating for the male losses of life in the
war, and she gives a very interesting explanation. She
expounds the view that sex is determined by the relative
vital power of the parents. When the vital power is greater
in the father, daughters predominate ; when in the mother,
sons. As men make greater efforts as bread-winners she
thinks that women's power is more conserved and thus she
accounts for the normal preponderance of male births. The
father being thus in a special sense the parent of the
daughter and the mother of the son, each sex inherits pre¬
ponderantly from the other. Parental power is not available
for output but is locked up in the constitution—invested vital
capital, not vital income available for expenditure. But just
as to meet an increase of daily expenditure one may have to
realize investments, so to meet increased bodily or mental
activity one must draw on constitutional capital by converting
vital investments into vital currency. Now the stress of war
falls most heavily on men, and to meet the strain they draw on
thejr vital reserves. Hence their parental power is diminished
in comparison with women, and male births increase. Dr.
Kenealy states that the strain—educational, athletic and indus¬
trial—put of late years on adolescent girls has raised the
female birth rate by decreasing women's maternal power and
thus relatively increasing men's paternal power. In the
cultured classes particularly, she finds that strenuous games
during the years of development have so weakened women's
constitutional and maternal power as to cause a huge excess
of girl births. By forbidding- all strenuous activities, social
or athletic, before and after marriage, Dr. .Kenealy states
that she has frequently succeeded in securing male offspring
in patients whose stock had for generations produced girls
exclusively.

PARIS LETTER

Paris, July 25, 1918.
Treatment of Purulent Arthritis

At one of the recent meetings of the Société de Chirurgie
de Paris, Dr. Willems of Ghent reported the good results
which he had obtained by means of active mobilization as a
means of draining an arthrotomized joint. In a case of
arthrotomy of the knee, for example, every time the patient
extends and flexes the knee, the two synovial surfaces come
in contact and glide one over the other, thus forcing the
pus out of the wound. If these movements are made often
enough and for a sufficient length of time, the pus is expelled
from the joint almost as rapidly as it forms, and reten¬
tion need not be feared. Three conditions are necessary to

achieve this result : Make the incision sufficiently long,
passing above the subtricipital bursa and down to the line
of articulation ; keep the incision open all the time through¬
out its entire length; institute maximum movements as soon
as possible, in fact, very early. When the joint begins to
become dry, there is a tendency to locking of the joint; this
tendency to stiffness may be prevented by making a pro¬
gressive closure of the wound by secondary suture.

The perfect drainage of the articulation which is assured
by the active mobilization presents the following advantages :
The infection is limited to the synovia ; the temperature is
kept down, rarely passing 38 C. in the evening ;· the gen¬
eral condition of the patient remains excellent ; the muscles
do not atrophy; the motion of the joint is entirely con¬
served. Willems has treated twenty cases of purulent arthritis
involving the large articulations—these cases being caused
by war wounds: knee, 11; elbow, 4; tibio-tarsal articula¬
tion, 5. A complete cure was obtained in 13, that is to
say, with conservation of motion and of the musculature ;
in two cases motion was not complete; four ankyloses ; resec¬
tion was required in only one case.

Primary or Secondary Suture of the Soft
Parts in Fracture Cases

Now that primary and secondary suture of wounds limited
to the soft tissues or of wounds of the joints is recognized
as a classical intervention, it seems that the same proce¬
dure should be adopted in cases of fracture. In this con¬
nection it is of interest to refer to 115 cases of this type
reported to the Société de chirurgie de Paris by Dr. Thévenot.
Among these 115 cases there were 88 cases of primary suture
and 27 cases of secondary suture. These sutures were
done in cases of fracture of the femur, of the leg, arm
and forearm. The result obtained shows conclusively that
such suture is fully justified, as much so as it is in cases
of wounds of the soft tissues. What is the proportion of
wounded who should benefit from that procedure? In quiet
periods, Thévenot has done immediate suture in 40 per cent,
of the cases. During an attack, when the wounded are not
recovered so soon and the special sanitary formations receive
only the severe cases (the mild cases of fracture being
immediately switched to the rear by all sanitary formations),
the percentage of primary sutures diminishes considerably.
During the rush of work incident to an attack it is better,
in doubtful cases, to disinfect and drain the wound, because
it releases the services at the front so that they can receive
the newly wounded, evacuate rapidly the men in course of
treatment to the formations situated farther in the rear,
which will make the secondary suture.

Reform in Medical Teaching in Paris
The Council of the Medical Faculty of Paris has prepared

a report on the results of an examination into ways and
means as to how medical teaching can be carried on after
the war, in order that the medical school can sustain com¬
petition with medical schools in other countries. Important
reforms have already been instituted during the course of
the war. Among these, it may be noted, that since Novem¬
ber, 1917, several teaching clinics have been held in the after¬
noon. Before that time they had been held only mornings.
This permits students and physicians to get well coordinated
instruction in the hospitals at any hour of the day. It is
possible now to acquire in two or three months the knowl¬
edge which formerly would have taken over a whole year.
This afternoon clinical teaching will be developed after the
war, and the faculty proposes to combine this teaching with
much lecture work (un vaste enseignement libre) entrusted
to the hospital physicians.

The faculty believes that it is also urgently necessary to
establish an Institut de biologie médicale for purposes of
experimental research, and to construct a model hospital
conforming to modern needs in every particular. This work
will cause a considerable expense, therefore the faculty has
made an urgent appeal to the public authorities. In order
to encourage private contributions, the Association des amis
de la Faculté de médecine has been organized. The first
and organization meeting will be held next November, and
will be attended by all those who wish to donate, bequeath
or pledge themselves for a certain sum to the progress of
medicine and the expansion of the influence of France. On
the ottor hand, the medical faculty has agreed to extend
its relations with the neutral countries and the allies. It
has under consideration the project of interchanging stu¬
dents and professors. For the next school opening, the
faculty has arranged several conferences which will be held
by savants from America, England and Spain.
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